
State Festival Letter and Basic Information
I am so excited to be able to attend the State Festival with your student. This is an exciting four-day

festival in which students will be able to attend workshops, watch superior one act plays and individual

events, as well as attend full length productions of mainstage shows produced in a professional manner

from schools around the state.  This year’s festival will be held Wednesday, March 16 through Saturday,

March 19. (This is Hillsborough County’s Spring Break.) This experience is invaluable in helping the

students grow as thespians and allowing them to be exposed to the benefits of live performance.

Transportation and Check-ins

Because we are so close to the Straz Center and Tampa Convention Center (both located within 20

minutes of each other in downtown Tampa), the students will be expected to travel to and from the

festival each day. Neither myself, nor any chaperones or other adults, will be staying overnight in the

surrounding area and it is not recommended that you allow your child to do so unsupervised.

I will put together a plan for transportation should students need to carpool with others or else they will

be responsible for their own arrival and departure. While we will be together for the mainstages and the

performances of our troupe, there are many times where, due to varying interests, students will want to

go to different workshops and shows. I will have scheduled check in times for them throughout the day

and will, of course, expect them to behave responsibly no matter where they are or who they are with.

Students have been provided with behavior and dress code guidelines. As long as students are within

festival locations, there will always be an adult nearby and students will have my phone number and an

emergency contact number for a festival representative should any issues arise.

Band

I have also used the Band app to stay in contact with students. This is a free app and has proven very
useful in the past. The following rules are enforced in the chat:

1. No messages before 7 AM or after 9 PM.
2. All messages and material must be kept PG (ie. No offensive language or joking allowed)
3. No excessive posting (or flooding) to the chat
4. Student names/usernames must be school appropriate.
5. Chat must be used for questions and comments relevant to the current production.

Students who violate the chat rules are removed from the chat. If you do not wish for your child to be a
part of the chat, please check the box on the attached form. If you have questions or concerns about
the chat, please contact me.

Contact Your Child

There is very little down time, thus making it challenging sometimes for parents to get in touch with
their children throughout the festival. Please make a plan with your child to do any checking in. For the
majority of the day students will not be permitted to have a cell phone turned on, and should not be
answering calls or texting out of respect for the workshop or performance they are attending. If you have
an emergency, please contact me. I will be checking my phone frequently.

Food

Students are responsible for providing their own lunch and/or dinner each day of the festival. There are

many places to eat in downtown Tampa for varying costs and there is food for sale at the Straz and

Convention Centers as well. There is also a vendor area where theatrical items are available for purchase,

so students should bring any money you and they deem necessary.



Dress

During the day, students may wear nice jeans and appropriate shirts, and may wear dance or other

movable attire for workshops or professional dress for workshops, and to interview, audition, or

compete. Students are expected to wear professional to semi-formal attire for events each evening.

These outfits must cover the same areas that school dress code is required to cover. Comfortable dress

shoes for night and tennis shoes for day are important as there is a lot of walking!

While at the Festival

Students must be with at least ONE other member of the troupe or chaperone at all times. Troupe #7490

members are expected to attend and support our performances and presentations while at the festival.

The only exception is if students are in an event with a time conflict. If there are no troupe

performances, students are expected to be attending other performances, workshops, one-acts, etc.

Students are expected arrive and leave at the times listed. If students are late or leaving early is must be

communicated to Mrs. Walburn. Students are to remain in the vicinity of the Straz and Convention

Centers. Any student in an area outside of these boundaries will be dismissed from the festival.

Festival fees are non-refundable.

Behavior

Students have received a Conduct Contract from the Florida State Thespian Society that will need to be

initialed and signed. School rules and I.T.S. rules ALL apply on this trip and students will be expected to

follow all rules at all times, or face consequences as a troupe (our school can be restricted from festival)

and discipline action at the school. We have never had a problem with students acting disrespectfully,

bringing anything inappropriate, or any other issues, and we look forward to keeping it that way.

However, in the off chance that something should happen, please be aware that you will be responsible

for picking up your child in Tampa. Festival fees are non-refundable.

Cost of Attending

The normal cost for this festival is $150.00. We will be holding a showcase of theatrical pieces as a

fundraising event in February in order to help reduce this cost. This is a show similar to a talent show.

The funds raised will be divided evenly between all of the students who are going to the festival and who

also help or participate in the show. The final cost of attending this festival will be known by March 1.

Please review the Student Guidelines and Dress Code handouts with your child. Please sign and return

the parent permission form and festival conduct contract by December 18. This form will allow your child

to be registered for the festival. The cost of the festival will be due in March. Failure to provide payment

for a registered student will result in the student not being able to attend the festival as well as being

placed on the school’s debt list.

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me. A more detailed itinerary will

be provided as we get closer to the festival.

Sincerely,

Brianne Walburn

brianne.walburn@hcps.net

mailto:brianne.walburn@sdhc.k12.fl.us


Parent Permission for Student Registration in

Order to Attend the State Festival
I have read and understood the provided letter about my student’s attendance to the Florida State

Thespian Festival. I understand the following key items:

● The festival will be held over spring break Wednesday, March 16 through Saturday, March 19.

● The festival is located at the Straz center and Tampa Convention Center.

● Students will be responsible for their own transportation to and from the festival each day.

● Students are responsible for their own money for food, beverages, and any items they wish to

purchase.

● Students are expected to dress and behave in a manner that reflects well on our troupe and

Strawberry Crest High School.

● If there is an issue with my student, I will be asked to pick them up from the festival in Tampa

and the student may be subjected to disciplinary action from the school.

● The cost of the festival will be $150.00 (or less depending on fundraising). Registration fee is due

in March.

I am giving my permission for my student to be registered for this festival.

Student Name ________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name _________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature _______________________________________________ Date ___________

Parent Phone Number _________________________________________ Text? _____ Call? ________

I do not want my child added to the Band chat.


